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Paying for EI services

Families with children eligible for the Illinois Early Intervention Program often 
have questions about paying for services. When fully informed, families can make 
educated decisions about their participation in early intervention. Service coordina-
tors working with families are very knowledgeable about how early intervention is 
funded, so they can assist you as you begin the process. During discussions with 
your service coordinator, you will have the chance to ask any questions you might 
have regarding EI services. To help share some basic information, the EI Clearing-
house collaborated with several people involved in the EI system, including parents 
of children in EI, to develop this list of commonly asked questions.

1. What services are provided at no cost to the family?

All evaluations and service coordination provided through the EI program are 
free. If your child is eligible and you enter the EI Program, staff  will work with you 
to develop and coordinate your Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) free of 
charge. If you speak a language other than English, the program will provide services 
in your native language.

2. What does the IFSP include?

Your plan states what outcomes are most important to your family and what 
services are needed to meet the unique needs of your child and family. You will work 
with a service coordinator to identify providers, such as speech and language thera-
pists, to work with your child and family.

3. What is the family participation fee in the Illinois Early Intervention Program?

Families may pay a family participation fee for early intervention services. Th is 
fee is set each year and is based on your income, family size, and whether you have 
excessive out-of-pocket medical/disaster expenses. Your service coordinator can give 
you information on what your fee will be. If you do not wish to disclose your in-
come, then you will pay the highest fee. Monthly statements are sent to your family 
indicating the monthly installment as well as the amount the system has paid for 
your child’s services. Families never have to pay more in fees than the system pays 
for the services.

4.  How does using my private insurance help?

Private insurance can help reduce the amount the EI system pays for your child, 
potentially reducing your family participation fee. If you use your private insurance 
for services provided by the EI program, EI payments may help you meet your an-
nual deductible. Also, you will not be billed for co-pays for EI services. Any services 
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not covered by insurance are billed to the Illinois EI program. 
You should discuss your insurance and the billing process with 
your service coordinator and providers.

5. How does providing access to my public benefi ts, such as All Kids, 

help the EI program?

Th e early intervention program can obtain partial reim-
bursement for certain services when families provide this access. 
Th is provides another potential source of revenue to the overall 
program. If you don’t have public benefi ts but think you may 
be eligible, talk to your service coordinator about completing an 
All Kids application.

6.  What does “giving informed consent to use insurance” mean?

You will be asked to sign a consent form. Signing this 
consent allows the Illinois EI program to contact and bill your 
insurance provider for EI services.

7. Why doesn’t the Illinois EI program just pay for everything?

Th e EI program is the “payer of last resort”. Th at means 

all other available funds must be used fi rst. Th e EI program 
receives federal funds, but these don’t cover the full cost of 
the program. Th e state also provides money to support the EI 
program. Money from private insurance and family participa-
tion fees are important supports for the program. Th ey help the 
program continue to provide high-quality services to all eligible 
families.

For more information

If you have additional questions, please contact your service 
coordinator at your local Child and Family Connections of-
fi ce. For the number to the CFC offi  ce in your area,  please call 
1-800-323-4769.

If you would like additional resources on early interven-
tion topics, another free service is the Illinois Early Intervention 
Clearinghouse.  Th e EI Clearinghouse is designed for families 
who use EI services, and its Web site, http://eiclearinghouse.org, 
provides a variety of EI information. It also includes a link to 
its free lending library where you can borrow books and videos 
(at no charge) that will support you during your time in the EI 
Program.

 Exciting Changes 
at the EI Clearinghouse
By Kristen Lawrence

If you have stopped in the EI Clearinghouse 
lately, you may have noticed some exciting new 
changes! A colorful rug now brings cheer to the 
room and ties the whole library together. In ad-
dition, the library’s new wall slat board (pictured) 
is great for displaying books, articles, and other 
relevant information about a particular topic. 
Th is fall’s display has been focused on Down syn-
drome, but as the holiday season approaches, look 
for a display on developmentally appropriate toys 
for young children! 

Along with the updated decor, the library 
now has some updated collections of materials. 
Th e library still has the autism collection, which 
is part of Th e Autism Program (TAP), and new 
resources are always being added to this collection. In addition, the library now has a section devoted to Spanish materials, 
so all the books, movies, and resources written in Spanish easily can be found in one section of the library. Soon, the library 
also will have a collection of Board Book Bags that can be checked out to families and providers. Each bag in this collection 
will contain four board books related to a particular skill or domain (motor, speech, eating, etc.) as well as a parent book or 
guide sheet that provides activities to do at home to enhance these skills.

And, of course, the library is always getting new books about the hot topics in early childhood, early childhood special 
education, parenting, teaching, and much more! Stop in to check out our ever growing collection, or visit our Web site at 
http://www.eiclearinghouse.org/ to check out our collection of resources! 

Kristen Lawrence is a master’s student in early childhood special education at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
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Parenting Can Be Child’s Play
Play has been called the work of childhood, but it can be a fun part of parenting. Laughing, 
dancing, pretending, and talking with your child nourishes her development. Any safe activity 
you and your child fi nd fun is play. Here are some suggestions you might consider.

You are your child’s fi rst and favorite “toy.”
Talk, laugh, and sing with your child when you’re together. Try imitating his motions 
and words. Hold him gently and dance with him. Learn and enjoy singing interactive songs such as 
“Pattycake,” “Itsy-Bitsy Spider,” and “Where is Thumbkin?” Find suggestions in children’s songbooks or 
CDs at your local library. Your baby won’t care if the tune or words are exactly right.

Provide developmentally appropriate toys a child can use in diff erent ways.
Consider what is safe for your child’s stage of development. Most children enjoy balls; rolling toys; 
blocks; puppets; dolls; safe dishes; toy animals; plastic or cardboard containers; play telephones or 
other devices;  pieces of fabric such as wash cloths, baby blankets, and scarves; sound makers such as 
rattles, play keys, or toy instruments; or other items parents use. 

All children can play.
Look for ways to play with your child. Consider the child’s abilities and interests. If she loves music, give 
her a box and wooden spoon, rattles, or a bell on a soft ribbon tied around her wrist that she can shake. 
Soft balls or scarves may interest a child who likes color. The parent of a child with special needs can 
fi nd special toys to borrow from agencies such as Lekotek Center and the Illinois Assistive Technology 
Program. A therapist who works with your child also may have suggestions.

Encourage other children to include a child with special needs.
Show the children how to include a child with special needs in their play or make suggestions. Look 
for games and toys that encourage interaction as well as use your child’s abilities. If Jayden has a visual 
impairment, other children can touch him gently and describe what they are doing. Perhaps he can hit 
the drum or shake a bell as part of a band. He could be part of a circle passing a ball that has a bell or 
chime inside. If Mia doesn’t hear well, other children can use pictures and gestures to include her. She 
can toss balls into a basket or stack blocks with them. Friends and family may fi nd it fun to learn simple 
sign language to use with her—and each other.

Resource
Illinois Assistive Technology Program (800) 852-5110
1 W. Old State Capitol Plaza, Suite 100 http://www.iltech.org
Springfi eld, IL 62701

For more information on how parenting can be child’s play, see the Illinois Early Intervention 
Clearinghouse Web site at http://eiclearinghouse.org.

Disability Specifi c Play Ideas 
and Information
http://www.lekotek.org/resources/
informationontoys/packets.asp#Specifi c
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Resources on Play ing 
with Babies, Toddlers, 
and Two-year-olds
The following books, articles, and videos are available 
from the Early Intervention Clearinghouse. You can re-
quest them through your local public library or by calling 
us at 877-275-3227 or emailing us through the clearing-
house Web site at http://eiclearinghouse.org. Visit our 
Web site to fi nd more resources on play.

Books

Th e Creative Family: How to Encourage Imagination & Nurture 
Family Connections. Amanda Blake Soule. Boston: Trumpeter 
Books, 2008. (Call # TT 157 .S636 2008)

Blake suggests simple creative arts and crafts projects children 
and parents can do together as a way of stimulating creativity 
and family relationships.

Playful Reading: Positive, Fun Ways to Build the Bond Between 
Preschoolers, Books, and You. Carolyn Munson-Benson. 
Minneapolis, MN: Search Institute, 2005. (Call # LB 1140.5 .R4 
M969 2005)

Th is book lists titles of children’s books related to such 
developmental assets as positive identity and social competence. 
For each title Benson suggests ways for the adult to introduce 
the book and activities related to it. 

Achieving Learning Goals through Play: Teaching Young Children 
with Special Needs. Anne H. Widerstrom. Baltimore: Paul H. 
Brookes Publishing, 2005. (Call # LC 4019.3 .W534 2005)

Widerstrom suggests creative ways to combine individual 
learning goals with play activities. Guidelines for involving 
children with disabilities are included.

Fun with Messy Play: Ideas and Activities for Children with 
Special Needs. Tracey Beckerleg. Philadelphia: Jessica Kingsley 
Publishers, 2009. (Call # GV 183.6 .B396 2009) 

Beckerleg describes activities that children fi nd fun while 
they are improving their sensory awareness, coordination, 
communication, and social skills. Th is practical guide includes 
suggestions for using diff erent types of equipment.

Video

Babygarten: Nursery Rhymes, Songs, Book Sharing
24 minute DVD. Babygarten, Inc., 2004. (Call # LB 1140.5 .R4 
B115 2004)

Th is DVD includes rhymes and songs and suggestions for par-
ents to use these and books to interact with their babies.

Age Appropriate 
Play. Volume 1, the 
First 12 Months
25 minute DVD. 
Injoy Videos, 
2004. (Call # HQ 
782 .A44 2004 
Vol.1)
Parents and care-
givers will learn 
how to play with 
babies in ways 
that support their 
social, language, 
and motor devel-
opment.
Also available: Age 
Appropriate Play. 
Volume 2, 12 to 
24 Months (Call 
# HQ 782 .A44 
2004 Vol.2 ) and 
Age Appropriate Play. Volume 3, 2 and 3 Year-olds (Call # HQ 782 
.A44 2004 Vol. 3)

Music and Movement.
25 minute DVD. Magna Systems, 2007 (Call # LB 1115 .M987b 
2007)  
Th is DVD includes the research on the eff ects of music and 
movement on early learning.

Web Resources

Games for All Young Children
Play and laughter can help develop friendship while encourag-
ing physical fi tness. Consider each child’s abilities, and encour-
age all children to play by adapting games for children with 
special needs. Also available in Spanish and Polish.
http://illinoisearlylearning.org/tipsheets/games.htm

How Does a Blind Child Play?
Parents can provide interesting situations and objects to encour-
age a blind baby’s exploration and play.
http://www.blindchildren.org/edu_dev/3_2_2.html

Suggested Activities for Young or Multi-Disabled Blind Children
Th is article suggests creative and safe use of everyday objects to 
encourage a child with disabilities to play.
http://www.blindchildren.org/sports_games/5_1_2.html

Using Toys to Support Infant-Toddler Learning and Development
Th is article encourages teachers to be aware of where a child is 
developmentally when looking for ways to encourage growth 
through play.
http://www.naeyc.org/fi les/yc/fi le/201109/Using%20Toys_Guyton_

Online_0911.pdf
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November 28, 2012
Champaign

Building Bridges: Th e Transition Process 
from Early Intervention to Early Childhood 

Contact: STARnet Region I & III, 800-227-7537, www.starnet.org

November 30, 2012
Belleville

Can I Get an App for Th at? 
An overview of apps for children with special needs 

Contact: STARnet Region IV, 618-825-3966,
http://roe.stclair.k12.il.us/starnet/content.php?q=2011-2012

 December 7, 2012
Chicago

Empowering Parents & Caregivers of Children with Special Needs 
Contact: STARnet Region V, 773-553-5596, www.StarnetChicago.org, 

or email: starnet@cps.k12.il.us

December 11, 2012
Chicago

Grandparents Raising and Caring for Grandchildren with Special Needs 
Contact: STARnet Region V, 773-553-5596, www.StarnetChicago.org, 

or email: starnet@cps.k12.il.us


